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Ponderings from Pastor Marks for January 2012

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord
and Savior Jesus the Christ Amen.

A promise from our loving God....in the ups and downs of our
lives, God levels things out...our God is with us every step of the
way. Way back on the Second Sunday of Advent we heard these
words from the prophet Isaiah:

“A voice cries out: “in the wilderness prepare the way of the
Lord.....make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every
valley shall be lifted up and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level and the rough places a
plain.” Isaiah 40: 3-4

In the ups and downs of our lives, God levels things out....and
God is with us.

Another year ends and a brand new one begins with many hopes
and dreams and yes a little anxiety as to what the new year will
hold for us!! We all know that life is changeable and
unpredictable; children move to a new city, we face health
challenges, grandchildren are born, we change jobs and the list
goes on and on. What is it a famous philosopher once said—
probably Peanuts.... that without change we are dead? And oh
yes this one....there are only two things we can be sure about:
taxes and death!!! The life we travel is often uneven and rough.
These words we heard way back in Advent are so perfect and
meaningful for all of us as we begin the brand new year God has
graced us with. The good news is we hear that God does not want
us laboring up steep mountains one minute and down in a ditch
the next minute. God wants to level things out.

It is God’s grace working through the passage of time, which
levels out the terrain. We look back in hindsight and don'’t just see
a lot of ups and downs. We see where God has been so active in
our lives, watching over us in our ups and downs and using grace
and mercy to turn the rough places into a fertile plain.

| pray that you know and experience God with you—Emmanuel—
every step of your walk in 2012.

Your partner in ministry,

Pastor Mawgaret M. Marks



Reflections by Marilyn Burgin, Council President

While we had many financial and building issues to solve
during the year 2011, we ended on such a high note with lovely
Christmas services and a special Saturday celebration with the
children’s presentation of Manger Mania and the choir’s Celtic
cantata along with fellowship and food. If you did not attend
Manger Mania and the Celtic Contata you missed something
special. Emily Reichert did a fine job of directing various ages and
personalities in the children’s play. The children spoke and sang
loudly enough for all to hear. There were jokes a-plenty among all
the uplifting songs. A DVD will be available in the TLC Library if
you missed it.

The choir's cantata was also special with an emphasis on
Celtic tunes. The tune many of us know as “Danny Boy” was one
of the selections with different words, of course. Thanks to Nancy
Kahler-Jow for directing the choir in this special event.  Thanks,
also, to Parish Life for providing a great spread of food, ambiance,
and fellowship. With our Parish Hall closed for what has seemed
a very long time, it was a blessed event in which we could talk and
enjoy each other's company across the generations. Thanks to all
who provided everything needed for such an event to take place.
It was a combination of Worship and Music, Parish Life, Youth,
and Christian Education, that put the event together. Nice work,
everyone! And...it is a delight to write about something other than
the building problems and finances!

For the last paragraph, we must deal with practicality. We
still need people to volunteer for the following positions:
Financial Secretary, Recording Secretary, and Council
Members. Only one person has said “yes” to becoming a
Council Member and we need more than one. This is very
disheartening to say the least. WE NEED YOU! We need your
ideas and your leadership. Thank you in advance for
considering and praying about your ability to fill one of the needed
roles. Please contact Marilyn Burgin or Pastor Marks to
volunteer.
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November 2011
Operating Fund
Balance Receipts Expense Balance
Nov. 1, 2011 Nov. 30, 2011
-$8,193.23 $11,542.30  $17,507.92 -$14,158.85
From Savings $20,000.00
Totals $31,542.30 $17,507.92 $5,841.15
Non-Operating Fund
$55,973.69 $ 79755 $22,613.41 $34,157.83
Savings Account
$59,037.02 $6.81 $20,000.00 $39,043.83
Mission Investment Fund
$5,417.23 $3.22 $5,420.45
Roof Loan
$22,000 $20,000.00 $2,000.00

Mott McDevitt



Annual Meeting Set For January 22, 2012
The annual meeting of the congregation of Temple Lutheran
Church will be held on Sunday January 22, 2012 following the
11:00 am service. We will meet in our newly renovated Parish
Hall. Snow date is Sunday January 29, 2012.

All voting members of the congregation are encouraged to attend
this very important meeting at which we will elect new members to
council, approve the 2012 Spending plan and receive ministry
reports from our various ministry teams.

Souper Bowl of Caring _Sunday - One of the traditions of the
Confirmation students is to support Super Bowl Sunday along with
other students around this country. This is truly an ecumenical
event. So with Super Bowl Sunday just around the corner on
February 5", you are invited to start collecting cans of soup which
will be used in our food pantry. Nothing tastes as good as a
hotccup of soup on a cold February or March day!!!

We will have a table set up by the middle of January for you to
place your cans on. How many do you think we can collect?

Your Family Health History

We spend time with family over the holiday season. Perhaps we
even spent some of that time discussing health issues that may
affect our loved ones. This is a good time to remind each other
that knowing your family’s health history is important in helping to
avoid health problems for ourselves and our children. Knowing
your family’s health history is information that should be shared
with your health care provider to help evaluate your risk for
developing diseases and health conditions. This information will
help to develop a plan of care to reduce your health risks.

Please read the CDC'’s article “Gather and Share Your Family
Health History”. It has important information and provides tools
that you can use to record and share this information. The article
suggests using the Surgeon General's My Family Health Portrait
(http://hhs.gov/familyhistory/) to help collect and organize this
health history information.

The CDC article can be read in full at
http://www.cdc.gov/Features/FamilyHealthHistory/

Copies will also be available in the Health and Wellness Brochure
Rack in the Parish Hall.



http://hhs.gov/familyhistory/
http://www.cdc.gov/Features/FamilyHealthHistory/

Adult Christian Education Opportunities

January Bible Studies begin again
January 4, 2012
Wednesday mornings at 10:15am
In Naus Hall Parlor
We will be continuing our study of the Psalms
“Songs of the Faithful”
Perhaps you have been thinking that 2012 is your year
To become more familiar with God’s word.
(Your New Year’'s Resolution?)
Come on out and join us

Christian Education - Jan Hanson

The adult Sunday school class will be watching the film
“‘Amazing Grace” in January. This is the story of William
Wilburforce who led the fight to abolish the slave trade and
slavery in England. Come join us at 9:45am in the fish bowl
and learn about this amazing man.

Confirmation Studies!

Along with many fun activities in youth group and our service
projects, the students are also busy learning about their
faith. Along with the rest of the students in SCS, we will be
learning about prayer starting January 8, 2012/

The Lord’s Prayer: The Greatest Prayer is the topic.

All students will be introduced to the Labyrinth as a means of
deepening their prayer life.



All around Confirmation News!

For the past 2 months the Confirmation class has been working to
raise money for a Family Farm through ELCA Global Mission.

The Family farm consists of :
a Cow,
a couple of goats,
10 chicks,
two pigs,
a duck,
farming tools
plus training and marketing support.
All of this helps a family farm its way to a fresh start. With new
tools and techniques, crops will grow bigger and stronger than
ever before. Eggs, milk and meat from farm animals will provided

enough food to eat and sell on the market, helping a family
escape the cycle of hunger and poverty for good.

As the Topics goes to print we have collected over $740 which
more than meets our goal of $715!

Thank you! Thank you!



YOUTH GATHERING FUND RAISER
You are officially invited to a
Spaghetti Dinner/Game Night
Come join us for a fine meal consisting of spaghetti (of
course), meatballs, salad, bread, and dessert)
When?
Saturday, January 21, 2012

5:30 PM

Donations: $8.00 Adults, $5.00 Children

Bring your favorite games or just bring yourself and play
some of ours!
Bring friends, relatives, and neighbors, too!
The more, the merrier.

Definitely save the date! It is a fun night!




It’s time to celebrate and give thanks to God as we
reopen our Parish Hall

So....
Mark your calendars for

Sunday February 5, 2012

Worship at 11:00 am only
Sunday Church School and Adult Forum at 9:45 am
With the Senior Choir, Glory Band, Bell Choir and Children
Sharing their musical gifts
The Rev. Tracie Bartholomew, Assistant to the Bishop
preaching
Gala celebration meal to follow in
Parish Hall
This is a wonderful opportunity to invite your friends,
neighbors,
and family members to join us as we give thanks to God for
all of God’s blessings and provision as we have gone
through this

challenging time.



Saints in Service — January 2012

Date Cantor Communion Assistants
1/1 K. Toler Kenney/Burgin

1/8 Mullineaux Knaus/Hewitt

1/15 M. Burgin Southwick/Hickey

1/22 Herda Jensen/Mullineaux

1/29 J. Burgin Burgin/Kenney

Date Reader (8:30) Usher (8:30)

1/1 K. Toler Hewitt/Johnson

1/8 Knaus Kenney/Purves

1/15 Marilyn Burgin McKee/Saunders

1/22  Miriam Burgin Wilson

1/29  June Burgin Toler

Date Reader/Usher (11:00)

1/1

1/8  Andrzejewski

1/15 Betz

1/22  Fitzgerald

1/29 Hickey

Date Property Check Altar Guild

week of 1/1  J. Martino Southwick/Knaus
week of 1/8 M. Martino Reichert/Kenney
week of 1/15 Toler Burgin/Burgin
week of 1/22 Mueller Colander/Brough
week of 1/29 Burgin Mullineaux/Purves
Date Counters

1/1 Brough/Colander/McDevitt

1/8 Fitzgerald/Burgin/Hickey

1/15 Hewitt/Purves/McKee

1/22  Hickey/Johnson/Burgin

1/29  Brough/Colander/McDevitt
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© #appy Birthday! ©

January Birthdays

3. TimKline 17. Jimmy Gibson

7. George Colander 24. Jason Martino

8. Emily Wilson 26. Marcie Matznick

12. Matthew Brown 29. Guy Gick

14. Lida Knaus 30. Warren Reichert
Bob Caines

Happy Burthday, Happy Birthday, we love you!
Happy Burthday, and may all your dreouns
come true! Whew yow blow out the candles, one

light stays aglow. Itsthe love light invyour eyes
where'er yow go-!

Say aPraver for owr Shut-Ing
Arlene Colander — Lutheran Care
Dorothy Derr — Evergreens

Mildred Hussong - Evergreens

Emma Lang — Cadbury

Ethel Ludwig — at home

Dorothy Simmington —Lutheran Care

A Prayer for our Troopsy:

Lovd, hold our troopy inv your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and
their families for the selfless acty they perform
for us ivvour time of need. Amen.
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Reminder: Changes Coming in January 2012 for the
Topics

Fall is the time Council takes a hard look at the Spending
plan for the coming year: comparing how we have spent our
budgets versus what was budgeted and always looking for
means to reduce spending without affecting the quality of our
ministry in our world.

One of the areas that will change is how we distribute our
monthly newsletter, The Topics. Starting with the January
2012 issue which goes out in December we will be sending ti
via email. Our shut-ins will continue to receive their copy by
first class mail. For those without computer access, we will
have copies of the Topics in the Narthex for you to

pick up. Itis estimated we will save over $300 in mailing
costs alone plus the savings in paper.

ANOTHER REMINDER - WORSHIP SCHEDULE

January 1 — New Years Day
One service at 10:00 am — Traditional w/ communion
NO Sunday School

January 8 - back to our normal schedule:
8:30 am — traditional
9:45 am — Sunday School
11:00 am — Multi Media Service

A
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA
A Branch of our Ministry Team
Mission Statement: to- mobiligze women to-act
boldly intheir faitihvin Jesus Charist
President: Janet Morrissey — 662-1188
Group Meetings
Esther/Lydia Group Anna Group

Leader: Evelyn Brandt Leader: Janet Morrissey
Telephone: 665-3049 Hostess: Eileen Brough

Parish Hall Telephone: 6636862
Date: January 11 Date: January 16
Time: 11:00 AM Time: 7:30 PM

At a later date we will be holding a coffee hour to raise
money for our Heifer Project.

Lutheran Care Some of the items that are collected at Lutheran
Care by the Activities Department are as follows:

Plastic Shoe-size boxes Soft dolls

Classic movie videos Hats — all kinds
Nail polish (all colors) Cotton balls

Nail polish remover Hand lotion
Costume jewelry Construction paper

If you have any of these items, please donate them to increase
their supplies, provide some fun activities and good therapy for the
residents.

You may give them to Miriam Burgin or Evelyn Brandt, our
representatives at Lutheran Care; or, in Angels’ Alley, or if you are
at Lutheran Care, give to the receptionist. Thank you.

HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE!
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The Book Club picked our new crop of books at a fun
dinner at Benihana’s. The choices are:

January 17: The Tower, the Zoo, and the Tortoise by Julia
Stuart. Billed as a very funny book about a beefeater who is
set up with the task of setting up an “elaborate menagerie” of
the many exotic animals given to the queen. The animals
include penguins escaping, missing giraffes, and a Komodo
dragon chasing the tourists!

February 21: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by
Rebecca Skloot

March 20: Founding Mothers by Cokie Roberts

April 17: The House at Riverton by Kate Morton

May 15: The Murder Room by Michael Capuzzo

June 19: Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand by Helen Simonson

July 17 (All Church Read): Little Women by Louisa May
Alcott

August 21: March by Geraldine Brooks.

Please join us every third Tuesday of the month!

Hope something above strikes your fancy!
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Temple Lutheran Church Library

The recommendations for the beginning of the year 2012
actually come from the TLC Book Club and the forthcoming topic
for the Adult Sunday School Class.

Amazing Grace by Eric Metaxas (book)
Amazing Grace (DVD)

The adult Sunday School class will be studying the life of
William Wilberforce and his heroic campaign to stop slavery in
Great Britain. The will be using the DVD movie starring loan
Gruffudd, Albert Finnery, and Michael Gambon. Wilberforce was
a great inspiration to our own President Lincoln in creating the
Emancipation Proclamation and in our country’s stuggle to end
slavery. Wilberforce caused a whole change in society’s thinking
about poverty, cruelty to humans and animals, and God’s will. He
does not deserve to be forgotten. Read the book and/or watch
the movie to learn about this eccentric, but fascinating man.
(DVD will be available after the Sunday School Class finishes with
it.)

The Help by Kathryn Stockett (book)

The DVD of the movie is now available so read the book

before or after you watch the movie!

Please return borrowed library items so others can enjoy
them. We are missing many items, especially DVD’s. The
missing items include the movie Amazing Grace. Please
check your shelves at home for library items! Also, please
sign out items when you borrow them.




Good News at TLC

Lin Wei (living with the Hickey’s) has received a letter of
acceptance from Rutgers University. Way to go, Lin Wei!

Georgie Manera has been accepted into the National Honor
Society of Cinnaminson High School. Congratulations,
Georgie!

Alyssa Riess has been accepted into the Junior National
Honor Society of Carusi Middle School in Cherry Hill.
Congratulations, Alyssa!

Both of the younger Fitzgerald Sisters (Allie and Kaitlyn)
have made the honor roll during the first marking periods.
Way to go, Allie and Kaitlyn! (I am sure there are more
students out there who made the honor roll or the Deans’
List. Please let the editors know.)

Sharon MacPherson’s cochlear implant is working fine. She
was able to hear her nieces in the Manger Mania play!
Wonderful, Sharon!

Dawn Riess has a new job in her chosen field of nursing at
St. Mary’s Catholic Home in Cherry Hill. It has been and
continues to be a long haul in achieving her goal — a degree
and job in nursing. Congratulations, Dawn!

Any good news? Tell the editors! We want to celebrate as a
family of God!

16



Confirmation Class at TD Bank Counting Their Change

The TLC Book Club at Benihana’s for Their Annual
Dinner
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Our Beautiful Altar on Christmas Eve

A Close-Up of the Nativity Scene
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TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

Marilyn Burgin i President 986-4477
Jan Hanson 1 Vice-President 663-8317
Treasurer i Matt McDevitt 665-6278
Financial Secretary 1 Ed Davidson 662-8182
Secretary i Helen McKee 662-0508

Ministry Team
986-4477 Youth

Council Members
Marilyn Burgin

Barbara Mullineaux 665-5830 Worship & Music

Jan Hanson 663-8317 Christian Ed

Jay Martino 905-8486 Evangelism

Lillie Saunders 419-3413 At Large

Linda Jensen 786-2369 Social Ministry

Mike Martino 303-1404 Property

Rebecca Fitzgerald  939-8877 Parish Life

Lida Knaus 663-6862 Mutual Ministry Team
Emily Reichert 662-8769 Youth

Lauren Riess 910-8892 Youth Representative

Staff: Pastor Margaret M. Marks 428-3533
Nancy Kahler-Jow, Organist (610)789-1817

Ministry Co_-ordinators

Matt McDevitt, Admin 665-6278
Matt Reichert, Parish Life & Praise Band 662-8769
Barbara Mullineaux, Bells Director 665-5830
D.Reichert/B.Mullineaux, Altar Guild

Janet Morrissey. Women of the ELCA Pres. 662-1188
Lori Martino, Co-Chairman i Property 303-1404
Volunteer Staff

Eileen Brough, Office Coordinator 663-6862
Barbara Mullineaux, Bulletins 665-5830
Miriam & Marilyn Burgin i Topics - 488-9262

E-Mail: mhbl1732@aol
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